
Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

19. (Currently Amended) A method of processing payment for a transaction concluded between a 
transaction provider and an electronic terminal connected to a communications network, the 
method including: 

receiving a unique identifier associated with the electronic terminal; 
identifying an -a telephone account associated with the unique identifier; 

receiving transaction data relating to the transaction and from which a monetary charge 
associated with the transaction is determinable , the transaction being concluded via the Internet : and 

including the monetary charge in the telephone account. 



20. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 19, in which the unique identifier is associated with a 
communication line via which the electronic terminal is connected to the communications 
network. 

21. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in Claim 20, in which the unique identifier is a 
telephone numbe r and th e account is a t e l e phon e account . 

22. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 21, in which the telephone number is identified using an 
automatic number identification (ANI) process to determine the telephone number from which 
the electronic terminal is communicating. 



(Cancelled) 
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24. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 21, which includes performing a validation process to 
determine if the monetary charge can be included in the telephone account. 

25. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 24, in which the validation process includes retrieving 
information from a line identification data base (LIDB) to determine if the telephone number is a 
valid telephone number. 

26. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 24, in which the validation process includes 
determining if the telephone number is in a particular network with which a billing arrangement 
does not exist and, if so, indicating that the telephone number is not valid. 

27. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 26, which includes presenting an option to enter 
alternative billing information via the electronic terminal if the billing arrangement does not exist. 

28. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 24, in which the validation process includes 
determining if the telephone number is associated with a competitive local exchange carrier 
(CLEC) to which charges cannot be billed directly and, if so, indicating that the telephone 
number is not valid. 

29. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 28, which includes presenting an option to enter 
alternative billing information via the electronic terminal if the telephone number is associated 
with a CLEC. 

30. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 24, which includes checking the telephone number 
against telephone numbers in a data base associated with a credit risk. 
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31. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 21, in which monetary charges are included in the 
telephone account at the end of a selected billing cycle. 

32. (Currently Amended) A computer product including a medium readable by a processor, the 
medium having stored thereon instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the 
processor to: 

receive a unique identifier associated with an electronic terminal connected to a communications 
network; 

identify an -a telephone account associated with the unique identifier; 

receive transaction data relating to a transaction between the electronic terminal and a transaction 
provider and from which data a monetary charge associated with the transaction is determinable , the 
transaction being concluded via the Internet ; and 

including the monetary charge in the telephone account. 

33. (Original) A product as claimed in Claim 32, in which the unique identifier is associated with a 
communication line via which the electronic terminal is connected to the communications 
network. 

34. (Currently Amended) A product as claimed in Claim 33, in which the unique identifier is a 
telephone numbe r and th e account is a t e l e phon e account . 

35. (Original) A product as claimed in Claim 34, in which the telephone number is identified using an 
automatic number identification (ANI) process to determine the telephone number from which 
the electronic terminal is communicating. 

36. (Cancelled) 
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37. (Original) A product as claimed in Claim 34, which includes performing a validation process to 
determine if the monetary charge can be included in the account. 

38. (Original) A product as claimed in Claim 37, in which the validation process includes retrieving 
information from a line identification data base (LIDB) to determine if the telephone number is a 
valid telephone number. 

39. (Original) A product as claimed in Claim 37, in which the validation process includes 
determining if the telephone number is in a particular network with which a billing arrangement 
does not exist and, if so, indicating that the telephone number is not valid. 

40. (Original) A product as claimed in Claim 39, which includes presenting an option to enter 
alternative billing information via the electronic terminal if the billing arrangement does not exist. 

41. (Original) A product as claimed in Claim 37, in which the validation process includes 
determining if the telephone number is associated with a competitive local exchange carrier 
(CLEC) to which charges cannot be billed directly and, if so, indicating that the telephone 
number is not valid. 

42. (Original) A product as claimed in Claim 41, which includes presenting an option to enter 
alternative billing information via the electronic terminal if the telephone number is associated 
with a CLEC. 

43. (Original) A product as claimed in Claim 34, in which monetary charges are included in the 
telephone account at the end of a selected billing cycle. 
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44. (Currently Amended) A station for processing payment for a transaction concluded between a 
transaction provider and an electronic terminal connected to a communications network, the 
station when processing a transaction: 

receiving a unique identifier associated with the electronic terminal; 
identifying an -a telephone account associated with the unique identifier; 
receiving transaction data relating to the transaction and from which a monetary charge 
associated with the transaction is determinable , the transaction being concluded via the Internet ; and 
including the monetary charge in the telephone account. 

45. (Original) A station as claimed in Claim 44, in which the unique identifier is associated with a 
communication line via which the electronic terminal is connected to the communications 
network. 

46. (Currently Amended) A station as claimed in Claim 45, in which the unique identifier is a 
telephone numbe r and th e account is a t e l e phon e account , 

47. (Original) A station as claimed in Claim 46, in which the telephone number is identified using an 
automatic number identification (ANI) process to determine the telephone number from which 
the electronic terminal is communicating. 

48. (Cancelled) 



49. (Original) A station as claimed in Claim 46, which includes performing a validation process to 
determine if the monetary charge can be included in the telephone account. 




50. (Original) A station as claimed in Claim 49, in which the validation process includes retrieving 
information from a line identification data base (LEDB) to determine if the telephone number is a 
valid telephone number. 

51. (Original) A station as claimed in Claim 49, in which the validation process includes determining 
if the telephone number is in a particular network with which a billing arrangement does not exist 
and, if so, indicating that the telephone number is not valid. 

52. (Original) A station as claimed in Claim 51, which includes presenting an option to enter 
alternative billing information via the electronic terminal if a billing arrangement does not exist. 

53. (Original) A station as claimed in Claim 49, in which the validation process includes determining 
if the telephone number is associated with a competitive local exchange carrier (CLEC) to which 
charges cannot be billed directly and, if so, indicating that the telephone number is not valid. 

54. (Original) A station as claimed in Claim 53, which includes presenting an option to enter 
alternative billing information via the electronic terminal if the telephone number is associated 
with a CLEC. 

55. (Original) A station as claimed in Claim 49, which includes checking the telephone number 
against telephone numbers in a data base associated with a credit risk. 

56. (Original) A station as claimed in Claim 46, in which monetary charges are included in the 
telephone account at the end of a selected billing cycle. 
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57. (Original) A method of determining a credit risk associated with a transaction between a 
transaction provider and an electronic terminal connected to a communications network, the 
method including: 

capturing a telephone number of a communication line via which the electronic terminal is 
connected to the network; and 

checking the captured telephone number against telephone numbers accumulated in a reference 
data base. 

58. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 57, in which the telephone numbers accumulated in the 
reference data base are associated with an unacceptable or questionable credit risk. 

59. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 57, in which the telephone numbers accumulated in the 
reference data base are associated with communication networks with which no billing 
arrangement has been made. 

60. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 57, in which the telephone numbers accumulated in the 
reference data base are associated with a CLEC. 

61. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 57, which includes retrieving information from a line 
identification data base (LIDB) to determine if the telephone number is a valid telephone number. 

62. (Original) A method as claimed in Claim 57, in which the telephone number is captured using an 
automatic number identification (ANT) process. 
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